
care. There were still 
many asylums around for 
that.  
The building had only 
been in use for a short 
time when the entire facil-
ity was handed over to 
the Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity Hospital for use 
during WWII. This be-
came the 118th American 
General Hospital. 
The closure of the build-
ing was marked on 3 De-
cember. The Psychiatry 
Department organised a 
night of talks and social 
drinks. Dr Richard White 
spoke on the history of 
the psychiatry unit and 
outlined the careers of 
the first Professors of Psy-
chiatry. This research will 
soon be published. Dr 
Martin McGee-Collett 
spoke about the work of 
neurosurgery and some of 
RPA’s best known neuro-
surgeons, most notably 
Dr Rex Money (see p3).  
Both papers were excellent 
and have been deposited in 
the Archives. It was a won-
derful evening.  

The Missenden Psychiatric 
Unit, known as Building 
92, has been sold to the 
University of Sydney to 
make way for their new 
diabetes research centre. 
The official handover oc-
curred in early December. 
Known originally as the 
Neurosurgery and Psy-
chiatry Block, the building 
officially opened on 1 
March 1938. It was de-
signed under the govern-
ment architects branch 
under Cobden Parkes. 
The original building was  
three stories high with a 
basement level and 
shaped like the letter T. It 
had enclosed balconies 
and pleasant rooms for 
the patients. An addition 
was added to the front of 
the building in the 1970s.  
The funding for the block 
came from the British Red 
Cross Society and the 
Order of St John of Jeru-
salem in England “to be 
used for some charitable 
purpose.” 
The Royal Prince Alfred 
Hospital was one of the 

first general hospitals in 
Australia to offer psychi-
atric beds and the addi-
tion of neurosurgery to 
this block was, in part, a 

result of administrative 
efforts to associate neu-
romedicine and neurosur-
gery with psychiatry. This 
belief was partly based on 
the idea that some brain 
diseases, such as epilepsy, 
could be treated surgi-
cally. Surely the surgeons 
were happy to share this 
space considering that 
their theatre had a won-
derful, bright and green 
view over the University 
oval.  
At its opening the building 
had 31 beds which were 
meant for short-term di-
agnosis and not long-term 

Psychiatry Pavilion, early 
1970s 

Farewell to Building 92 
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Back row: Nathan Macdonald, NUM; Cynthia Delgado C/L CNC; ??? ; Dr Richard White C/
L Psychiatrist 
Middle row: John Wu, former NUM; Vicky Zdvavevski, Ward Clerk; Liz Frig, Dietician; 
Damien McCaul, CNC; Greer McGhee, former Social Worker; Dr Katherine Podzaberko, 
former Registrar; Andrew Ng, former NUM; Cherie Jenkins, former Social Worker; Theresa 
Novak and baby Sienna, OT; Jan Craney, Official Visitor; Dr Viktoria Sundakov, Psychia-
trist; Dr Amanda Trenaman, Psychiatrist 
Front row: Narelle Spinks, Pyschologist; Diana Priest, Social Worker; Dr Kam Salah, Regis-
trar; Dr Alizia Foran, Registrar; Roshni Rattan, Administration; Dr Rosaline Gomes, former 
Tegstrar; Alex Jaidee, former Administration (crouching); Dr Agnes Chen C/L Psychiatrist 
(crouching); ??? 
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In order to prepare for the open-
ing of the Psychiatric Pavilion in 
1938, Dr William Siegfried Daw-
son prepared an information 
booklet for student nurses. The 
booklet gave an overview of psy-
chiatric ailments and treatments. 
It also explained the rules for the 
nursing staff when working in the 

psychiatric pavilion. 
Presumably, once the 
Pavilion was up and 
running, it was staffed 
with properly trained 
“mental nurses”, as 
they were known at 
that time, rather than 
“general nurses”. 
Mental nurses would 
probably have been 
trained at the nearby 
Callan Park. At the 
time of the opening 
of the Psychiatric Pa-
vilion, there were 
over 1000 registered 
mental nurses in Aus-

tralia (compared to 6400 general 
nurses and 3500 midwifery 
nurse). 
This booklet (2 pages of which 
are shown here) is quite rare. 
Our archives hold no other infor-
mation regarding psychiatric nurs-
ing dated from 1938 to the late 
1960s.  



P A G E  3  V O L U M E  1 ,  I S S U E  4  

In the early 20th Century 
there were no specialist 
neurosurgeons in Austra-
lia.  Intracranial explora-
tions were performed 
infrequently by general 
surgeons and often with 
poor results.  From the 
perspective of Royal 
Prince Alfred Hospital 
(RPAH) and neurosurgery 
two men emerged in the 
1920s who were pivotal in 
the development of the 
specialty.   
Rex Angel Money, born in 
Sydney in 1897, inter-
rupted his medical studies 
to serve in the AIF in the 
First World War (in 
which he was awarded the 
Military Cross) and quali-
fied as a doctor in 1923. 
He was then appointed as 
a junior medical officer at 
RPAH.  He served on the 
professorial unit and ad-
vanced to become the 
Superintendent of the 
Hospital.  He was ap-
pointed as an Honorary 
Assistant Surgeon in 1928 
and having distinguished 
himself thus far set off on 
a tour with the doyen of 
RPAH, Dr (later Sir) Her-
bert Schlink, the senior 
gynaecologist, to inspect 
surgical departments 
throughout the world to 
guide the planning of the 
new Anderson Stuart Op-
erating Theatres to be 

Regular readers will notice that this issue of Heritage News is twice the size as usual. As a special treat, Part one 
of Dr Martin McGee-Collett’s history of Neurosurgery is included. With thanks to the author. 

Neurosurgery at RPA in Building 92, 
1938-83 

built at RPAH.  Perhaps 
serendipitously the first 
department they visited 
was in San Francisco 
where the Chief of Sur-
gery, Dr Howard Naf-
fziger, worked as a full 
time neurosurgeon.  Dr 
Money was so impressed 
with the new techniques 
of neurosurgery and the 
clinical combination of 
surgery and medical neu-
rology that he decided 
from that point to dedi-
cate his efforts to this 
new specialty of Neuro-
surgery.  He spent the 
rest of the tour learning 
as much as he could from 
Neurosurgeons visited in 
North America (including 
Adson at the Mayo Clinic 
and Cushing in Boston), 
England (including Cairns 
in London and others in 
Liverpool) and Scotland 
(including Dott in Edin-
burgh) and acquiring spe-
cialized surgical instru-
ments.     
The other pivotal figure 
was Harold Dew, born in 
Melbourne in 1891, who 
completed his medical 
degree prior to traveling 
to England and enlisting in 
the Royal Army in the 
First World War.  He 
took an interest in infec-
tious diseases and para-
sites whilst a medical offi-
cer in Egypt.  He returned 

to London to obtain surgi-
cal qualifications and then 
commenced an illustrious 
career in research and 
clinical work in Mel-
bourne.  Upon being ap-
pointed the first Bosch 
Professor of Surgery at 
the University of Sydney 
in early 1930 he independ-
ently toured surgical cen-
tres overseas and met and 
became impressed with 
the work of Cushing in 
Boston.  Upon taking up 
his appointment at the 
University of Sydney with 
clinical practice at Royal 
Prince Alfred Hospital in 
late 1930 one of his most 
important clinical contri-
butions evolved in his 
fostering of neurosurgery 
in Sydney with Dr 
Money, upon his return, 
as Honorary Assistant 
Surgeon There were few 
opportunities for Money 
to operate independently 
under the titular head 
(Dew).  By 1932 Dr 
Money had obtained the 
Fellowships of the RACS 
and RCSE.  After that he 
traveled to London to 
observe Cairns again.  In 
addition to surgical activ-
ity Money published pa-
pers on neurosurgical top-
ics including the investiga-
tion of hydrocephalus and 
was involved in the design 
and construction of a spe-

Dr Rex Money, WWII 

Professor Harold Dew 
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cial chair (pictured) for 
air contrast studies 
which was used at the 
hospital for a considera-
bly long period. 
Trust funds provided in 
1920 by the British Red 
Cross for the erection 
of a ward for shell-
shocked soldiers had 
not been utilised be-
cause there had been no 
additional funds available 
to allow for the mainte-
nance of such a building. 
The trust funds had 
doubled to £30,000 by 
1935 when an additional 
subsidy to cover the 
maintenance of a Psy-
chiatry building was 
promised by the Hospi-
tals Commission.  In 
terms of the trust none 
of it could be used for 
Neurosurgery but at 
Professor Dew’s instiga-
tion the RPAH Board 
agreed to allocate an 
extra floor on the 
planned Psychiatry Pavil-
ion to house the new 
specialty of neurosur-
gery.  With the support 
of Schlink an appeal was 
launched to provide an 
extra £7,300 to equip 
the additional floor for 
neurosurgery with 16 
beds planned for use by 
two honorary assistant 
neurosurgeons under 
Prof Dew.  
Whilst waiting for the 
completion of building 
works Dr Money spent 
4 months as a special 
graduate student under 
the tutelage of Dr Naf-

fziger in San Francisco.  
Meanwhile Dr Gilbert 
Phillips was fostering an 
interest in clinical neu-
rosurgery and distin-
guishing himself as a re-
searcher in Sherring-
ton’s Lab in Oxford and 
then at Cambridge.  By 
1939 he would have 
published 30 clinical and 
scientific papers and his 
research would be inte-
gral to the understand-
ing of the neurological 
reflex arc.  
In 1937 Money and Phil-
lips were appointed to 
work under the guid-
ance of Dew in the new 
Department of Neuro-
surgery above the Psy-
chiatry Pavilion which 
was officially opened on 
1 March 1938.  It was 
the first purpose-built 
Neurosurgery Unit in 
Australia and Money 
and Phillips were the 
first fulltime Neurosur-
geons in NSW if not 
Australia (Dr Frank 
Morgan in Melbourne 
was another pioneer in 
Neurosurgery and Dr, 
later Sir, Douglas Miller 
at St Vincent’s Hospital 
in Sydney was not far 
behind).  The Depart-
ment had one fully 
equipped operating 
theatre and a small adja-
cent x-ray department 
for pneumoencepha-
logaphy (PEG) & ven-
triculography, rooms for 
Bjerrum screen exami-
nation, minor proce-
dures, records and a 

secretary but the neces-
sity to conform with the 
Psychiatry Department’s 
floor plan was not ideal.  
History and neurological 
examination sheets, op-
eration records and af-
tercare stationary were 
designed and produced 
and used for many years 
thereafter.  
Work however was 
quickly disrupted by the 
outbreak of World War 
II which soon saw Dew 
in Europe and Money 
enlisted in the AIF (He 
was awarded CBE for 
his involvement in the 
battle of Alamein).  
Neurosurgery Services 
at RPAH were moved 
out of the new building 
in 1942 which was tem-
porarily occupied by the 
Johns Hopkins Surgical 
Unit of the US Military.  
In RPAH a few beds on 
V1 ward were allocated 
for Neurosurgery pa-
tients and a limited 
number of neurosurgical 
operations were per-
formed in the AS Thea-
tres. 
In 1944 the Department 
reopened in Building 92 
with 6 extra beds and 2 
cots.  Money and Phillips 
were appointed as Hon-
orary Surgeons and in 
1946 Dew handed over 
control of the Depart-
ment of Neurosurgery.  
After the disruptions of 
the Second World War 
the first Departmental 
Report in 1945 notes  

R P A  H E R I T A G E  N E W S  

Pneumoencephalo- 
graphy Chair 

Dr Geoffrey Vanderfield 
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after which the techniques 
were almost never used.  
The surgical caseload in-
creased throughout the 
1950s and registrars under-
taking training in the De-
partment over this time 
included John Segelov and 
Richard Gye (the first full-
time registrar).  Surgery for 
aneurysms began and anaes-
thesia became more effec-
tive with the introduction 
of Fluothane.  Hypothermia 
became an adjunct to brain 
surgery. A custom-built 
stereotaxic apparatus was 
obtained for the treatment 
of Parkinson’s Disease.  The 
limitations of the size of the 
neurosurgery department 
restricted the activities to 
about 600 admissions per 
year.  Every space, including 
verandah areas, was con-
verted to some clinical use.  
Head injuries from road 
trauma increased in parallel 
with more road traffic. 
In 1957 Dr Money retired 
but maintained a strong in-
terest and presence and 
continued to operate on 
occasion into the mid 
1970s.  He had 
been awarded 
many honours 
and held high ad-
ministrative posi-
tions at Hospital, 
national and in-
ternational level.  
He had been a 
founding member 
of the Society of 
Australasian Neu-
rosurgeons in 
1940 and Presi-
dent of that Soci-
ety in 1953. Like 

all members of the Depart-
ment at different times he 
had travelled widely to keep 
abreast of the latest neuro-
surgical developments in 
North America and Europe. 
In 1957 Dr William Lister 
Reid became head of the 
Department and Dr John 
Segelov was appointed.  
The Department maintained 
correspondence with emi-
nent Neurosurgeons and 
their units all over the 
world and regularly hosted 
such visitors.  
The ageing equipment in the 
Department and the 
cramped accommodation 
lead to a proposal for new 
premises with combined 
medical neurology and sur-
gical departments.  Dr 
Money submitted a detailed 
report to the NSW Health 
Department on the best 
management of traumatic 
brain injuries.  In addition to 
general neurosurgical issues 
Dr Vanderfield also devel-
oped an interest in brain 
injuries which he pursued 
throughout his career. 
 

265 admissions.  A large 
proportion of the clinical 
work involved investigation 
with 125 PEGs and 47 ven-
triculograms performed.  In 
the mid 1940s, after re-
peated requests, the teach-
ing of medical students was 
sanctioned by the Univer-
sity of Sydney.  
William Lister Reid and Stu-
art M Morson were ap-
pointed as Assistant Neuro-
surgeons and by 1948 the 
Department’s activities had 
increased to 397 admissions 
and 158 major operations.  
Research was carried out 
by the more junior mem-
bers of the Department and 
the registrar roster in-
cluded Dr John Grant and 
Dr Geoffrey Vanderfield.  
The workload continued to 
increase in the 1950s.  In 
1952 Dr Gilbert Phillips 
died from metastatic malig-
nant melanoma.  Dr Reid 
became an Honorary Neu-
rosurgeon.  Dr Vanderfield 
(after working with Cairns 
in Oxford) and Dr Morson 
were appointed as Honor-
ary Assistant Neurosur-
geons.  
By the early 1950s the sur-
gical repertoire included 
psychosurgery (Dr Money 
reported 13 cases in the 
RPAH Medical Officers’ 
Reunion Proceedings in 
1951) by way of lobotomy 
and leucotomy.  Patients 
with neurosis and psychosis 
continued to be admitted 
under the Department’s 
care into the 1960s.  Be-
tween 2 and 5 psychosurgi-
cal procedures were per-
formed each year until 1960 Operating Theatre 
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In the 1960s Dr Bruce 
Clifton was appointed as 
a staff anaesthetist.  Dr 
Ivor Hotton had been 
providing anaesthetics 
services for some time.  
In 1963 Dr Stan Lamond 
was appointed as a neu-
roradiologist to the de-
partment after special 
training in Queen’s 
Square.  Percutaneous 
angiography was intro-
duced and in 1964, 652 
studies were performed 
in the department.  
Fewer exploratory op-
erations and air studies 
were performed.  In 
1964 Richard Gye was 
appointed as a Senior 
Lecturer and later, As-
sociate Professor, after 
further training in Ox-
ford and commenced 
work to foster the first 
Academic Department 
of Neurosurgery in Aus-
tralia.  Dr Morson was 
appointed as Depart-
ment Head.  Prof Gye, 
in conjunction with 
Neurologists Dr (later 
Professor) James 
McLeod and Dr (later 
Professor) John Pollard, 
began research work on 
peripheral nerve trans-
plants and a few clinical 
trials using preserved 
allografts met with lim-
ited success.  Other 
developments were the 
use of isotope scanning 
and cardiac bypass sur-
gery combined with hy-
pothermia for vascular 
and tumour surgery.  
The continued poor 

results after surgery for 
malignant glioma were 
noted.  The use of 
stereotaxic procedures 
for Parkinson’s Disease 
continued into the 
1960s when the intro-
duction of effective drug 
treatment replaced such 
surgery. 
From the 1960s on-
wards the roster of 
RMOs, and registrars 
included future eminent 

physicians, surgeons and 
anaesthetists too nu-
merous to name in the 
limited scope of this 
document.  

 

 

Next issue: 1970s to 
1983. 
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Pages from Stuart Morson’s 
meticulously hand-
illustrated 
Neuropathology Scrapbook 

Dr Stan Lamond 

Professor Richard Gye 



This plaque (right) is now part of the 
Museum collection but another dedi-
cation plaque remains on the Salis-
bury Road side of the Clinic. 

A physician remembers 
The Museum has copies of 
“RPA & Beyond: an un-
autorised memoir” available 
for purchase. This new 
book, by Dr John Hassall, is 
divided into 12 chapters 
each on a separate theme 
related to Dr Hassall’s ca-
reer in the context of 
working at RPA. Included 
are topics such as the 
choice of medicine as a ca-
reer, criteria for the selec-

tion of medical students and 
the move towards speciali-
sation. 
Dr Don Child, General Su-
perintendent from 1967-87, 
gave the book a glowing 
recommendation noting 
that Dr Hassall has elo-
quently, and with remark-
able objectivity, recorded 
his observation as a Prince 
Alfred Hospital man.  

the side of the building. 
Dr Coppleson’s article is 
technical and describes the 
tests for cervical cancer, 
namely the newly popular-
ised Papanicolaou (Pap) 
smear. In 1959 Dr Mary 
Heseltine and her staff ex-
amined Pap smears from 
over 10,000 women and 
cancer of the uterus was 
detected in 37 women be-
fore any symptoms pre-

The headline story in the 
December 1960 RPA Jour-
nal was: “The West Gynae-
cological Cancer Detection 
Clinic” by Malcolm Copple-
son, Honorary Assistant 
Gynaecological Surgeon, 
KGV.  
The West clinic was located 
adjacent to the KGV Hospi-
tal in what is now the 
“Sister Alison Bush Lounge”. 
A plaque is still attached to 

sented.  The clinic had also 
begun to examine breasts 
for abnormalities and the 
article noted, “all women 
should be told about the 
importance of self-
examination…and taught the 
technique”. He continues 
“cancer can now be diag-
nosed, checked and often 
cured, although its greatest 
mystery, the cause has yet 
to be solved”. 

50 Years ago in “RPA” 

Cover, December 1960 
RPA Journal 

Softcover $17 
Hardcover $25 
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Team, runners-up, 3rd Grade 
WSCA, Erskineville Division; 
books and uniforms from the 
family of Sister Alison Bush 
and medical equipment from 
Dr John York.  
 

 

In the last quarter of 2010 we 
received:  
Sphygmomanometer cuffs 
and other equipment from 
Dr John York; a copy of Dr 
John Hassall’s new book (see 
page 3); the WWII suitcase of 
Sister Beatrice Krauss, as dis-
cussed in Volume I, Issue I of 
RPA Heritage News; a copy of 
a new book detailing the his-
tory of the Gastroenterologi-
cal Society; a history of the 
Bellingen Hospital; psycho-
logical test kits from Clinical 
Psychology; a pH meter and 
other equipment from Bio-
chemistry; a photo of the 
1922/23 RPAH Cricket 

 
 
 
 
 

Phone: 9515 9201 
Email: Kathryn.hillier@email.cs.nsw.gov..au 
Web: www.sswahs.nsw.gov.au/RPA/Museum/ 

The Royal Prince Alfred Hospital Museum and Archive is freely open to 
all staff and public on Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays 
from 10 am to 2 pm. Please let patients and visitors know.  
 
We are located on Level 8 of the King George V Building  
in the former gynaecological theatres.  
 

Recent acquisitions 

From the 
July 1923 
RPA  
Gazette . 
We now 
have the 
original in 
our collec-
tion. 


